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PROVINCE  OF  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

(Btati»tic«  Oiuiicu.) 


The  Crop  Situation  in  British  Columbia, 
October  31st,  1917. 


Ml 


A.  n.  TWEUDI.E,  StatMMan. 

|IRCl'r^R  BULLETIN  No.  17.  dated  Octobor  18(h.  1017,  mitnluod  e»tl- 
mates  of  the  area  and  yield  of  grains,  fodders,  an.l  imtatoes  up  to 
September  30th.  also  i^r  i-ent.  condition  of  ,K,tatoe».  roots,  corn,  and 
alfalfa  on  the  sanw  date.  The  following  statement  shows  revised 
estimates  of  yields  and  r-er  cent,  rendition  of  t^rtaln  crops  and.  In 
addition,  average  prices  to  the  producers  as  on  October  31»t.  1017  :— 

(Yields  subject  to  revision  on  receipt  of  Dcnjinlon  estimates.) 


Oraln-cropi. 


Fall  wheat 

Fall  wheat 

Spring  wheat   . . 
Spring  wheat   . . 

All  whcG*-   

All  wheat   

Oats   

OaU   

Barley    

Barley    

Rye    

Bye    

Vena    

Peas   

Mixed  grains  . . . 
Mixed  erains  . . . 

Buckwheat 

Buckwheat 

Corn  for  husking 
Com  for  husking 
Other  grains  . . . , 
Other  grains  


Year. 


1016 

1917 

l'J16 

1017 

1016 

1017 

1010 

1017 

1016 

1917 

1016 

1017 

1916 

1917 

1016 

1917 

1016 

1017 

1010 

1017 

1016 

1017 


Acres. 


3,2.36 

18.101 

18.813 

L'l..^'»7 

67.06,-. 

60.1':m 

4.(N)6 

5.5J4 

452 

911 

1.085 

l.:«8 

1'59 

1,S50 

"l's5 

222 

260 


Kitlmated 

ATprags 

Yleid. 


Ilii. 

28..'ib 

2.-.50 
20.31 
2.-..01 
.'W.OS 
45.2.'-. 
.•16.13 

:i.'"..7.-. 

22.74 

25V87 
27.:!:{ 
44.64 
25.00 


Total  Yield. 


Ru. 

0(2,226 

461,675 

405,680 

553,801 

3,75;{.904 

2,725.588 

144.744 

107,483 

10.279 

32,411 
.36,568 
11,563 
46,250 
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(YMda  und  prli-e*  Hubjin-t  to  rovlolon  uii  re(«l|it  of  Dominion  Mtiiuatc*.) 


ro44»r-eropa. 


Hay  and  clnrcr 
Hajr  nnd  fli>TPr 

Wild  bay  

Wild  hay 

Alfalfn    

Alfitlfa    

Fodder-pora 
Fodder-t-orn 
Uralu-hay 
O  rain-hay 
Grceo  forafo 
Oreen  fornnc 
Other  Cropi. 

PotatoM  

Putatuo« 

TuruliM    

Turoipi    

Mnogrii:    

MnuKcls    

HuKAr-lMN'ti 

Sugar-beets    

Roots,  u.o.p.   . . . 


Beans   1016 

Bean*   1017    [ 


•  Commercial  area  only. 


t  Corrected  acreage. 


The  following  atafemeiit  ahowx  \wr  n-iit.  i-oiulltlon  of  qunllty  of  vnrloua  crops  on 
October  Slat,  1017  :— 

(Tl)o  full  ataiHliird  iM'iiig  ino.) 


II 


Potatoea   

Turnipa  

Mangela    

Carrots 

Beets   

Sugar-beets  . . 
Hay  and  clover 
Wild  hay   .... 

Alfalfa    

Fodder-corn  . . . 
Fall  wheat  . . . 


77 

R-J 
)H' 
MS 
75 
INI 

im 

5)5 


S7 
85 
70 


S5 


88 
82 
02 
SO 
75 
sj 
78 
S«l 
80 
70 


70 
72 
70 
70 
00 
00 
74 
Nl 
45 

100 


'J5 
82 
00 
05 
05 

i(X) 


00 

70 

78 

84 

70 

80 

80 

78 

62 

81 
70 

60 

73 

60 

02 

80 

87 

85 

60 

70 

05 

100 

87 

SM 

05 

01 

86 

08 

OS 

85 

86 

Average  quality  of  turnips  nnd  other  roots,  lOKi,  SO  per  cent.  The  area  sown 
to  fall  wheat  for  1018  Is  estluintcd  to  In-  .^.285  lures,  as  ngainst  3,230  acres  In  1016, 
or  1.5  per  cent.  Increase. 

SUMMARY. 

Grains. 
Notwithstanding  the  slight  Irurense  in  the  total  area  of  grains  In  1017  over 
1010,  the  total  yield  shows  a  decrease  due  to  unfavourable  climatic  conditions.    The 
decrease  In  oats,  the  chief  grain  crop,  was  10.2  per  cent. 


n«r  and  cloTw  yield*  were  $!>»n\,  bring  12.6  iwr  cpnt.  greater  thiin  1010.  Alfalfa, 
while  prouilalng  well  at  flnt  cntting,  wna  later  atrix-tod  by  drought,  yvt  the  average 
of  all  cuttluga  waa  12J>  per  rent  in-Mter  than  1910. 

VcorrABUcs. 

FMd  Root$,  arconllng  to  thi*  1017  relunw.  iihow  nn  Increaao  In  area  of  88.1  per 
pent.  oTer  the  prcvluus  yi-nr.  Thi>«e  cro|>ii,  bowevt*r,  got  n  intor  atart  In  the  apring 
and  drought  rrtardml  growth,  *o  that  nnletw  ••xreptlonal  growth  la  UMde  during  the 
later  uiontha  the  average  jrlvid  will  not  be  np  to  atandard. 

Bv»>i»,  while  itiniprlalng  a  oomimratlvely  aunll  iiorct-iituge  of  the  total  area  of 
rri>iH»,  are  nt'vertheloaa  an  lm|M>rtant  crop  owing  to  the  liiKh  price  obtaining  In  1017, 
thia  lM>lng  nliout  »«J.73  per  buMicl,  ai  agalnxt  W.OO  In  1010.  The  acreage  la  eMtlinated 
to  be  20.0  per  cent  greater  than  1010,  and  the  average  yield  provlilonally  estimated 
to  bo  41.0  per  cent  leaa. 

/•o««<of».— ThIa  crop,  owing  to  Ita  Imtiortancc  aa  ;i  ataple  food,  la  worthy  of 
particular  mention  at  this  time.  Any  previous  flgures  publlahed  have  dealt  with 
commercial  quantltlea  only,  birt  during  the  paat  two  years  the  production  of  small 
elty  and  other  Knrden  plots  haa  be  ome  an  Imimrtant  factor  In  the  total  supply  of 
the  Province,  and  muit  be  considered  accordingly. 

A  careful  Investigation  haa  been  made,  and  resulta  are  given  In  the  following 
statement  showing  supply,  distribution,  and  surplus  on  July  Ixt,  lOlS. 

It  must  be  noted  that  the  dgures  relating  to  exixirts  nre  to  November  10th  only, 
so  that  the  actual  net  surplus  deiiends  largely  on  subiH<<]nent  exports  up  to  July  1st, 
1018.  Another  Imirartnnt  benrlnK  on  this  surplus  Is  the  |>ercentage  of  the  total 
■upply  which  will  be  carried  over  the  coining  winter.  Tlie  lariper  this  quantity,  the 
greater  will  be  the  total  tonnage  lost  through  shrtiikaKc. 

It  Is  also  well  to  bear  In  mind  that  owing  to  the  hJKh  prU«  of  the  101(1  stock 

of  potatoes  In  the  sprlnr  of  1017.  the  consumption  of  this  year's  crop  starte<l  much 

earlier  than  average;  but  n«  It  Is  dItHcult  to  arrive  at  any  quantity,  this  point  la  not 

considered  In  the  following  statement:— 

_  .   ,  Tons.        Tonii. 

Total  supply.  Including  commercial  and  small  plots 

and  all  grades 94,417 

Total  commercial  grades  (8B.35  per  cent.)   80,581 

Total  small  grades  ( 14.05  per  cent)   l.t.HSO 

Total  all  grades  04,417 

1.  Human  consumption  Gii  4,40  bu.  per  capita  per 
annum    47.3.18 

2.  Animal  consumption    7,700 

Total  human  and  animal  55,0.'>S 

8.  Seed   requirements,   1018,   for   13,002   acres   Oi. 

800  lb.  per  acre  0,087 

4.  Exports  (total  shlpjx'd  out  of  Province  as  raw) 

to  November  10th,  1017 4,000 

6.  Evaporators   15,000 

0.  Shrinkage  on  01,25.3  tons  (or  storage  quantity) 

@  the  rate  of  15  per  cent 0.18S 

Total  distribution  80.283 

Estimated  surplus  July  Ist.  1018  5,134 

i'Burr. 

The  present  year's  frult-croi)  of  the  Province  has  probably  l>een  the  most  satisfac- 
tory In  the  history  of  the  Industry.  fi>r  not  only  nre  the  yields  of  tree-frult«  provi- 
sionally estimated  to  be  equal  to  1010,  but  prices  to  growers  as  well  reached  a  new 
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l»l«hw«t«  mark.    Th.  qualltr  a*!.!*  rr.>in  bolni  a  llttta  aiMtonlaMl   ...  .«».ii^> 
MloiMvfruiu  w..r..  In  ,,mhJ  .|,.,u,.ml  at  hlirh  prl.,*. 

drought  1... ,   .  OH.,  yl....!-  .,f  „„„..  ..,..,  v..«..,,,|,|.,.  ,..,  ,„,^  r..«ll«.|  "y  .^Z^Tl 
to?JI».    „  M,I  •••  "•"—'X  r,„,m.  ,l„...  .J,  ,1,0  r.rm.    ,„,  ,„„,|, 

""s:.ri;:;;::rr:;:,';r;,rr  "-'" '"  '"■  "^"* '-  •- 

Li»E  Rtock. 

IMvf  .nlllo  won.  .ii..tiirli.K  wull  .lurlnK  th«  .arlkT  imrt  of  the  »...r    ......... 

-...H-nt  .lro..«h.  .jr..,  ,„..„....  „...u..,«  „  ...mcult  to  IZln  t^^  ^ZlZl 

Th..  iKJUltry  liuluHiry  ......thuMH  t..  r.M.l  tho  b..rd..n  of  high  prl.^.*  of  fml   ro...i. 

rertictonln  buttor  n,n„„faw,.ml.     I..  «„„.«  ,o..,lo.m  high  feci  prioea  areoauMng 


Department  of  Agricultutr, 

Statittlex  h       -•/(,  >oirm6fr  llih,  1917. 


vieroB'A,  n.o. : 

Printed  by  W.iuam  H.  CBtLi.y,  iTIn.er  ,o  ,b.  King-,  Mo.t  Kxcllmt  M. 
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